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<* As beet ndsed neelar dmw fka* ftagiMit floiMn, 
** So meo firom Friendthi]p, roiMmt anddeUgkt, 
<* HotTen giTet im IHends to bktsthe braent tcene i 
<* Regamet them, to Mrm o rv utfor the next,** 

TOUKO, Kight n. 471. «fltf DC Stf . 
M«»* When wu puiiic Tartae to be ftund 
** Where private was not ? Can he love the whole 
* Who loves no part ? He be a natioit*s ftiend 
** Who is in truth the fUend of no man there i 
** Can he be strenuous in his eountry^s eanse 
** Who slights the charities,fbr whose dear sake 
•<ThMeoimtryifataUm«stbebeloTed.** CO WPKR, IM, T. MS. 
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NOT ^thoiit alxoQg ?elQpUnc«» d^ p^. writer yield up 
these discourses.. The wishes of numbers, who arc entitled 
to hij^est consideration, have been urged in a manner, which 
he could not resist Among many expresnons of regard^ too 
flattering to be repeated, the following had decisive effect. 
*' In making this request, we think we are not actuated by 
any improper political bias, nor by any othe^ thiiti a high sense 
of the value and usffuinest of these discourses. Extreme^ 
desirous of preserving them in a more durable form than man- 
uscript ; we wish to have them in onrfamilies, and to leave 
them to our Chilcrbn." Some friends, in whose judgment 
ooofidence b reposed, have united in a similar opinion of their 
^ood tendency. Cordially reciprocating all the friendly sentiments 
of the address, and disposed to g^ve to the Hearers and their* 
Families some memorial, however feeUe, of his' simeePi 
gratitude; Im has controlled objections otherwise |Mupera«. 
Ue : and consents to the multistation of copies of what was 
coiaiposed very rapidly, amid many pressing eagagemenls ; 
and firora utter want of leisure, cannot receive a thorougfi ««• 
vkaU Probably some will perotlTe a few slight alteratioiis» 
aMd several omissions. 
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THE PLEASURES, BENEFITS, AND OBUGATIONS 
OF CHBISTIAN FRIENDSHIP. 



" Tfiy Friend, which is as thine own souV 



X HIS re^^clatioD, which God in hU ilAnfe^ 
wisdcHn and grace has h^extt pltas^ to be-- 
stow on his rational efikpring^ confirms and 
sanctions aU the 4i^UCtions c£ sound reason* 
If unfolds many truths, which the human un- 
derstanding could not have discovered ; it 
prescribes many duties which tliis never had, 
and never would have taught. It has defined 
with certainty, what vras doubtful ; limited, 
what was vague ; corrected, what was mis- 
taking ; rectified, what was erroneous, in fbe 
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schemes of humim moralists.. Sopplying 
their innomaabk defects, it purifies and re- 
fines them from the infirmity and corruption 
with which most or all were deeply tinctured. 
But it does not annul, what in them was use- 
ful and imp(»tant ; it does not repeal, wliat 
vm% oi real obfigalion ? it does not condemn, 
what was innocent or safe. 

These remarks may be applied, as fer as 
admitted to be just, in vindication of friend- 
ship. This hj^ been represented, as one of 
the ^' fictitious virtues, which have feally no 
intrinsick merit in diem, and are tetrily incom- 
patible with the genius and spirit of the chris- 
tian reli|^on."^ It canned be uninteresting 
or unuseful to examine the justice of this 
^^t^^ce^ preparat^ to the -mam Bbjdbt of 
the present disciKirse ; which is, to treat of 
the innocoit {Measures, the important b^iefits, 
and sacred obligatk^ns of tirue friendsMp. We 
have all probably formed its tender attach- 
ments ; most of tts fondly cbemh them, as 

* **J View of the Internal Evidence of the Christian Religioti^*: 
by Soamc Jenyns, esq.'— Works, Lond Svo. 1790, vol iv. pp. 
290. Sec Prop IIL p. 34, 35, 40, 41, Shaftesbury, whose 
fine powers were unhappily exerted against the cause which 
the other woitH ckfnid^haa adduced the supposed tis^aslon 
oftbis virtue as a capital defict in the code tf evangelical ethich, 
Okiracteristkjks, J. p. 93, ice. 
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idtow^d by duty^ while we feet^ tlmtdiey pro. 
WGte ovet happmesi^. But precto«m as is this 
sentiment, dear as are the ddights which ^ 
bestows ; ciostly eo^witied as it is around our 
hearts, yet if it be apkmt whieh our hesvenly 
J^ather^hathn0$p{anted^ kmud^ bervatedup* 
Ift fiKmd ta inlf rfiere wttb ^fegiatee t& ow 
Divine Redeemcir, incorporated as it' may be 
with omr inmo^ soul, it must be torn thence^ 
whatever vidence the efibrt nai^ demand, 
whatei^er imgtuah the separation may inflict. 
Coaitly as ite sacrffice may peeve, it most be 
still made^ and made vi^ttii^jr. Be it the 
right hami ? If in rebettaon to Jesus, and 
t^ hmycta it off The r^i e^ ? If it 
rove in ind^reoce, or flash m hoetilky to 
Itkimypluek ii out ! Let no love, alien from 
Han, be chcmhed ; no semimmit, ^bsap{»t>v- 
tA by Him, be indulge ; no aotion^r enjoy- 
ment, onautbodzed by Him, be allows 

What is to be understood by^^ Friend, 
trA9 k as our own soui ? Tl^ who under- 
value friendship, attempt to justify their cen- 
sure, by confounding it with the excesses, by 
which it is sometimes accompanied or follow- 
ed* The exclmion of thb, from the class of 
real and* important virtues^ must be ohiefly 
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predicated on a partial defimdoh. The ai^u. 
Bdcnt begins with a begging oi the questtoii* 
Admit that it is ^^' narrow and confined, foA 
appropiiates that benevolence to a single ob** 
ject, which is commai^ed to be extended 
over all ;" allow that ^' alliances in pmies^ 
fttc^oos^ aod interests are its uau^ pwenta ;'' 
and who wHl withhold assent from the infer* 
cnpe, that it is ^^ mischtevous md criminal, 
and CGoisequimtly forbidden by our pure aod 
bdiy religion." But we sdemnly protest 
both against the prei^ases^ind the conclusiim* 
It must be gEanted^ indeed, that Ube every 
good k may be, and ofte» is, abused ; that, 
like filial, and fratemal,and <:oii)ugal«^nd paren- 
tal aifection, it may. be indulged to a criounal 
extitsnus. As ^^ the pcrveiwin cf the beat 
ihimg^ is most pernicious," ks exeess omy 
tead to produce some of the eviU tdleged ; 
still it is believed and ccMitend^ that, in itsdl^ 
it is innocent ; in its e&cts, beneficial ; and 
that, while consonant to the nature, wwts, and 
inter^ts of man, it is abundantly supported 
mA sanctioned, if not by direct injunctions^ 
yet by numerous implied commendations, 
and thr hagbast e»miplM, ift the* aeriptwcn 
both of the Old and New Testament. 
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To avoid the mistake, which its eloquent 
accuser appears to have committed, of giving 
a definition accommodated to his paiticular 
vfew ; it is safest to recur to the standard 
authorities. They, who have no purpose to 
'subserve, but Whose only object is fo give in- 
formation of the legitimate and established 
meaning of words, describe it—" The state 
of minds united together by mutual bencvo- 
fence ; the highest degree of intimacy ;"♦ 
"The connexion with tiiose whom we love 
and festeem above others ; to whom we im- 
part our mrinds from a confidence of their in- 
tegrity and good wilJ.'*t " The cleaving of 
obr affections to itt with whom we have fre- 
quent pleasing intercourses, with mutual ob- 
ligations, is the foundation of fnendshtp, 
which yet cannot subsist kmg^ but ameng the 
truly reKgfous.^^X 

Is not such a union allowable ? It seems 
evidently dictated by the constitution and ne- 
cessities, desires and tastes of human beings. 
Man is weak, and needs help. Absolutely 



t Cruden's Coaflf^ni^e, Friend, 

I Hartley, David,'" Observations on Man," &c. 4to. honk. 
17M. pi>. r5^^-FartlI.4PK»p. l<9, p486i 
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and iotkUy dependent in bfancy^ without the 
care of the best earthly friend, the little animal 
would inevitably perish. Fostered and nur- 
ture by maternal affection and c^e ; guard"- 
ed and gmded by the patrtner, on \i4iom de- 
volves tlie joint solicitude and toil and happi- 
ness of education, the child is preserved. The 
body advances in vigour, aiul is trained to 
habits of sakitary exercise and useful Is^ur. 
The mindr^*«the ethereal, immc»rtalpart, is dih 
KCted to a ri^ exertrai of its noble bcuV- 
ties, karns4o employ its vast capacities ; and 
tk^an is ff&atured the intdOeetnal and moral 
WUttk Thrown en the protection^ and help^ 
BmAmff^rd of connexions at the commence- 
W^ of this probation, man during its contin- 
uance finds great occasion for distance from 
o^^4. Strong inelinaticms concur, widi aS 
the estimates of duty and ddculationa of in* 
tf rest, t lead us to form associations with ' 
one another. We thus extend the pleasures 
and benefits, which flow from the relations 
of consanguinity. These voluntary compacts 
are of various degrees ofcloseness and tender* 
nesa ; and as^ vaiioMi ave ikm ob%ietiem 
which they impose, the blessings they confer. 
They are not to be aUowod to iitforfere wA 
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each other, nor with the higher duty of gene- 
ral benevolence. Nay : — they are all to be 
so regulated as to cooperate with this, which 
is as emphatically as justly termed, the royal 
law of love. When rightly formed and con- 
trolled, they promote, they perfect one anoth- 
er ; and at the same time, strengthen the 
principle of universal good wiB. Of the vir- 
tues, even in a better and suMimer sense, and • 
with as exact trulii as of the sciences, it may 
be averred, ** they have a common bond rf 
aBiancc.'* Tte good child is jM^ared to fM5 
a good sister or brother, and friend, an^ 
neighbour, and member of civil society ; and 
also to cherish all right dispositions towards 
flie whole family of the Common Father—to- 
wards every subject of the Universal Sove- 
reign. The social and publick virtues do in- 
deed grow naturally from domestick feelings, 
indulged and improved aright. Fidelity in 
fsmiily attachments, leads to the same virtue 
in friendly connexions. These invigorate 
the affections, which a good man will cherish 
for the communiQr to which he belongs ; 
nsA th&y 2XL fftpme for a right estimate of 
the daims of maakiiid on his regards. The 
pretend^ love of the whole is a self delusion, 
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or an imposition, when professed by such j as do 
not cherish all due love of the parts. Do you 
look for publick spirit In the man who neglects 
private obHgaticHis? Do you find the bad son 
a good citizen, the felse fi iend a true patriot ?* 
Do those who forego the sympathies of kindred 
and friendship prove, though they pretend, 
that they arc more benevolent tiian those, who, 
. while they strive to honour aU mcn^ indulge 
and avow a special kme for the brotherhood. 
' No ! friendly and social attachments, as 
tfiey are right, so they aid, not impede, more 
extensive charities. As man is disposed and 
compeUed to have recourse to those for enjoy- 
iRent and help ; so to these he has imperative 
aiU$. Separated from others, he cannot be 
happy, ht is not virtuous. K the secluded 
^hesQg do not sink into the obduracy ot sel- 
fislH^ss, nor rankle with misanthropy; if he be 
not darkened with superstition, nor debased 
by sensuality ; still lie may not fulfil in ex- 
tent the great purposes of his probation. In^ 
wkted fcom the converse and the cares of so- 

• A coincidence was noticed after the <lelivery, between 
this and the lines which are used as a motto, from CowPSBf 
that holiest and sweetest of mortal bards, to whom j^f^ly 
belonrs, with the warmest admiratiftn^fbr gcuiis, a? die^ning, 
and Virtue, the highest praise, that he left « no line, Ti^ifch, 
e^9^ ht would wuih to blot.*' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OU FRIEND8HXF. 13 

^al life^ mo one can be so useful, or discharge 
with such effect, the requirements of Reason 
and Religion, as when acting and suffering 
with his fellows, in the various relations of 
kindred, friendship, affection, and country. 
. Thus required by the constitution and con- 
dition, agreeable to the feelings, honourable 
to the character of rational creatures as is 
friendship ; let us ascertain the consent or 
injunctions of revelation respecting it. 

It was conceded, that this might not be the 
subject of any positive command of Christian- 
ity* But if this negative argument were ad*- 
xnitted as decisive, it might be found to prove 
too much* Many other allowable and ineunv 
bent affections might iae included in a sen* 
tence of rejection, which was predicated only 
on the omission of an absolute enforcement 
of them. Perhaps the great law of self pres- 
ervation, would be found to rest chkfty, if not 
solely, on its connexicm with the very exist- 
ence of society ; and on die exhortaticms to 
temperance, industry, and other persomd vir- 
tues, which operate to this e&ct, and inyoWe 
its obligation. The former covensOit une- 
quivocally authorizes and requires the affec- 
tion under cot^ideratton. Being of a moral 
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nature, if not rescinded, nor postttveljr censor, 
cd by our Lawgiver, is not the presumption 
strong, almost to certainty, that jt is binding 
on us ? The question beii^ chiefly in regard 
to our dispensation, multiplied quotations will 
not be sought from that of the ancient church. 
The conte;(t most plainly c(»iveys permission 
and approbation of friendship. The close in* 
timacy to wbkh some may be adm^tted^ even 
a union like that which subsists between soul 
and body, not only is not reproved as crimi- 
nal, but is named in connexion with the fra* 
t^oal, and filial, and cof^jugal relations ; and 
^ only caution is against the enticement to 
sin, wbi^ eitber mi^ occasion. ^^ If thy 
brother, pr thy sou, m thy daughter, or the 
wifedf ^y bosomt or thy frjcaid, which is as 
^ne own soul, entice thee, saying, Let us go 
afier <4her gods — ^thou shalt nc^ consent unto 
Ihoi, ngr hearken unto him, ueitlier shall thine 
eye pity himt neither shalt thou spare him, 
neitW sbsdt thou conceal him. " The natural 
and obvious inference is, the^ the love of 
friends is as justifiable, as of domestick con- 
nexions ; that its influence is as strong or 
Qtroi^ger ; that the perveriUon of this influence 
]^ as. cautious^ly tp be watched and resisted* 
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Throtighotit theL^Histoikial books are inter- 
spersed allusions ta)thb firmest and' most de- 
Voted friertdsbips* Who does not remembet 
the mutual attachment^ thus exquisitely de- 
scribed ; '• The soui erf Jonathan was knit with 
the soul of David ; and Jonathan l^ved him as 
his own soul. Then Jonathan and David made 
a covenant, because he loved him as his own 
souL^ What eye but has glistened at the 
|)laintive elegy ; ff Thefy were lovely a«id 
pleasant in ^etrlives^ and," Ohap^y fria^id^t 
** in their death they were not divided.*' *• I 
aiii distressed fior thee, ihy brother, rerf 
pleasant ha^ thou been unio m€ ; diy k>ve to 
ii^ was wonderful^ passaog the love of 
Women*^^ In the sacred po^znd prophets 
^e many direct precepts, at p^W iittimatiomy 
£ivourabfeto^tiefa cotmexi6ns» The vmck. 
of men has this, among other similar exhorta^ 
tions J " Thine own friend and thy ferii^ 
er's frieikJ) forsake not^'* He $ays, •* A 
FRiKND loveth at all times ; and lliere is a 
FRIEND, th^ stieketh closer than a brother.^' 
But one infinitely greater tfmn kfoses or Sol^ 
(mofif is here ! Jesus Christ did not interdict 
his followers the enjoyments and benefits of 
friendship. Again and again he speaks, in 
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his parables, of thbaeia^tHis relation, \pthout 
any exprq^ oniaipliedlcensure of their spe^ 
cial regard, . To one .Wliom he had liberated 
from the legion, o^ unclean: 4piriti^ he said, 
^ Go home to thy friends, and tell them 
what great things the Lord hath done for 
ihee-*^ Why should this gracious considera- 
tion of the delight which wouldlbefexperien* 
oed l^ others, fh>m the recovery 6f this de- 
HKHiiack^ be limited: <d the circle of family ? 
Extend it^ and it i^ illustrative joS thei conde* 
scendmg inter^t which the Sm^fou^, in his 
Imman nature, felt in tte jb^s of frifendship; 
But, if a.(k)abt e^dston this?head,.it must be 
pit to rest by his tender ^Hpression totlie ^t 
dpAes, TC^ett^g liazanis ; "Our Wjrsir© 
skepetiu^^ \ V)^ himat the g$ume^ where the 
iXwr^ seeing that iwrmtpty sddybefixMbofmuz 
ilovED/tim* Hear what the: belovid i>ib* 
CxvLZ says of Ms rc^cd jbrihe &mily pf this 
&voured jp&iskd :./^ Jesus Lov|ti> Martha^ 
and her sdsti^^ and. Lazarus*'' iAJbove all, . at* 
toid to Itts palhetiek appeal respectlng.the pai« 
tky* md degree of hia beoevolefkie foromui*- 
kiod ; V' Greater love hath no man , ilian tht% 
that a tnanlay down hisilfe for ^is shienbs p^^ 
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and dismiss tl^ allegatioO) diat hb gospd 
grives no countenance to private friendship. 

The second general head was, to treat of 
the pleasures, benefits, and ofaEligations of true 
friend^ip. Who doubts — who h^ not ex-- 
periencsed — ^the satisfactions and advantages 
of this union of soul ? In the sunshine of 
prosperity, we look eagerly round for some 
kindred spirit,^ to whdm the brtght and mellow 
colouring of the landscape may be pointed 
out. The heart, that be^s high with hope, w 
is light with happiness, pants to impsnrt of its 
joy to some other tliat harmonizes with itt. 
sentiments. ExcitemenI to duty, as well as> 
pftFticipation of deliglK, is found in friendly 
intercourse^ Few ocmslderations, subcx^nate 
to the hi^A and best motives,. 4esire fw the 
favour of God,, and Hespcct ferhis sovereign^ 
authority, are moreinBuentkl in exciting and 
mattarfaig good dii^>ositions antf habits, than 
desires for the friendship ofiS^ wise and vir- 
tuous among our fellow moittf*. Few meam^ 
afc more productive of right senfiments and 
good actions, than thfi ixsimplt and approba- 
tion cf the exoe%m. A* vice is proverbially 
contagious, ther^ is also an important influence 
exercised by virtue. Thii is almost without 
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limitation, Mvhen to the common datms of n 
good example is superadded the considera* 
tion, that this pattern is set, this model exhib- 
ited, by one whom we glory in esteeming, and 
whose esteem is essential to our enjoy memt. 

When calamities threaten or oppress, hdw 
encouraging is the presence, how valuable 
the support, of a friend.* By his kind assist- 
ance, perplexity is unravelled, dou^t is reiSev- 
ed^ despondence is cheered, llie well known 
accents of sincere regard, proceeding from 
the soul, reach the soul. In the lassitude of 
confinement, during the wasting of disease, 
amid the anguish of decay, its gentle hand 
can calm the throbbings of an aching head, 
and quiet the tumults oi a bursting heart; 
While the bed of decline is mack smooth 
and soft, when prepared by its skill ; its kind 
offices " can minister to a mind diseased''*—: 
its almost magick power strew some poppies 
dver the pillow of distraction. Nothing b?^ 
sides religion can contribute to patience and 
serenity, comparable to genuine friendship. 
And how tenfold potent are the appeals to 
conscience, how irresistible the call to seek 
unto the God of mercy, when bodi Mend in 

• " A faithful friend i> the fnedfeine ofl^a and they thJTt 
fear tht Lord shall find him.*' ' Ecclesiastlcus -vi. 16. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tkecoansela of wisdom. To the mourning, 
no solace but ^iety can compare with sympa- 
thy : ccMfiibincd; theyvinay charm to peace. thj5 
SiQul, that is wrung with the agony of bereave- 
me^ .Tbdr^oothiBg consolations, or more 
aoothing silent {^tscipatiop, can hush the 
mmg Sigh, repress the con vglsive sob. The 
tQSir, which they wipe aw^y, falls with contin- 
ually d^crea^ng. bitterness. The gloom, 
^tuch their presence relieves, is soon mad^ 
le^ pbfcure : a pleasing glimmeriDg; of hopc"^ 
brea)cs through the dark cloud ; and faith 
p9urs its full effulgence through the vista that 
opens into eternity. 

Such are a few of the plainest and most 
{^pable pleasures and comforts of true 
friendship* In order that it be in the highest 
dfisree instrume;ntal to such vast benefits, 
and subserve these important purposes, it must 
be.fqunded on the basis of .piety, cemented 
by. the principles of virtue. While cherish* 
ed for the social delights it imparts, the fa* 
yoiur^lp influence it exerts, and the solace it 
fum^^s ; neyer let it be forgotten that it in- 
vplvesmomen^us obligations. 
,., These WQpld.jafford abundant materials for 
%^ icoig disQCfUf^^. ^. The qualifications of a 
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true friend, the qualities both of mind and 
heart indispensable and desirable, in one who 
is to become as our awn soul^ miglit here be 
advantageously considered. The caution re- 
quisite in commencing a connexion so inti- 
mate and so important ; the penrnmency 
which should attach to it, when judiciously 
formed ; these and various other particulars 
of a similar kind, must be waved ; and some- 
thing offered on the peculiar duties of friend- 
ship. The few hints that can alone be given 
may be included under the comprehensive 
requisitions of sincerity with fervour, and 
fidelity with tenderness. 

Sincerity is an essential principle of trtry 
virtue ; one of the cardinal points of a .be^- 
nevolent and pious character. In friendship 
it is vital. Here can be no compromise ol" 
accommodation with policy or cunning : 
without real unfeigned affection, it is nothing* 
The good will, ^vhich is satisfied with gene- 
ral wishes for the comfort qr prosperity of 
those around us, has no claim to the sacred 
name of amity. The cold assurances <rf cer- 
emony, the en^ty forms of civility, are to be 
understood but aid the currency of general In- 
tercourse. At the holbw pretensions of the 
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flatterer, and the smooth subtlety of the sordid 
hypocrite, the heart sickens with disgust, re- 
volts with indignation. The true friend is 
as thine own soul : his regard as sincere, his 
attachment as ardent, his solicitude as great, 
as that which each may and ought to cherish 
for self. How does, or rather how should, 
this instinctive affection operate in reference 
to the individual; be that, as far as it can be 
applied, the standard of the love that is chtT- 
ished for our other selves. They deserve not 
-to be or to have friends, who do not with ea- 
gcr and unwearied zeal strive to advance their 
intellectual, and moral, and religious character. 
• Understanding is the grand prerogative of 
man ; and by the superiour degree in which 
it is ^cultivated is a man distinguished above 
his fellows. The bountiful Creator has con- 
ferred no gift either to be slothfully hid in the 
earthy or prodigally wasted in riot. Every 
talent is to be occupied ; every portion of 
foods to be improved. He will demand an 
account of our stewardship. AH are bound, 
according to their several advantages and ca^ 
paoities to improve the facukies of the mind, 
as weU as the powers of the body, and the af- 
fections of the he^ft. Their enlargement 
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conduces to the true dignity and pure felicity 
of an immortal nature. This elevation and 
enjoyment let us diligently seek for ourselves 
and our friends ; and for the attainment, joint 
efforts are in some respects more favourable 
than solitary toil. There is a glow in united 
inquiries, which is most favourable to thek 
easy pursuit and successful result., jis iron 
sharpeneth iron^ so does a man the ingenuity 
as well as the countenance of his friend. The 
communication of the progress gained, and 
purposes contemplated ; of the difficulties en^ 
countered ot overcome ; of the discoveries 
made or expected ; these and many other in- 
citements and facilities arise from co-operation* 
They furnish to friends motives for seeking, 
and advantages for securing^ each other's im- 
provement in wisdom. 

Valuable however as is this mental culture, 
there is another, of far higher worth and more 
solemn obligation, the culture of the heart 
All may not have the power or means to attain 
any eminent rank in the acquiskions of the 
ui^rstanding ; but in purity and expansion 
of the affections, in the amiable and gentk 
graces of a kind temper, and a generous sen* 
^ility, and an enlarged philanthropy, att 
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majr and ought excel. To cherish these in 
our own souls, to promote and strengthen 
them in the souls of our friends, let no anxiety- 
be thought too great, no desire too vehement, 
no exertions too severe. — On these, far more 
than on talents or learning, does the perma- 
nency of esteem as well as the tenderness of 
attachment depend. These are the weightier 
matters of God* s hwy compared with which 
science, literature, and arts, valuable and 
beautiful as they may be, are but the fading 
flower, the perishing herb. ** Whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether 
there be knowledge, it shall vanish away; 
but cHARiTV never faileth." Love to God 
and love to man are of eternal and intrinsick 
value ; learning, but as it subserves these, is 
worthless ; if it impede these, by the pride it 
often generates ; if it interfere with their ex- 
ercise, by transferring, as it sometimes does, 
the homage to the idol reason, it is far worse 
than useless. The growth of goodness then, 
let us seek and secure. This must be done^ 
and the other not lefi undone. 

The crowning mark, of sincere and fervent 
attachment among friends, remains to be con- 
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sidered. They are to seek not only the promo^ 
ting of the intellectual and moral character of 
each other, but their saving acquaintance with 
true religion. On evangelical piety only can 
a consistent morality be erected. The fear of 
the Lord as it is the beginnings so |s it the 
consummation of genuine it^i^db;?? and virtue. 
While* we love to take sweet counsel^ with 
fhose who are to us as our own souk ; let us 
above all delight to go to the house of God in 
company s and to sit down together at the tabic 
of Christ. Be our most solicitous effort, 
our most importunate prayer, that our friends 
be the friends of our Saviour, that " they be- 
lieve in Him to the saving of their souls,*^ 
that " their faith work by love and overcome 
the world." Thus " walkmg in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
lessi, truly our fellowship will be with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ." Thus, 
we may indulge the hope, and holdfast the 
confidence s and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unto the endy that death will not be the fiiml 
severing of the ties which connect our affec- 
tions and hearts as one. 

To the impa-ovemept, and, as &r as is ^- 
. tainable, to the perfection of one janolber, in 
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all these respects^ the tender fidelity which 
was named, as another primary obligation of 
friendship, will prove a powerful auxiliary* 
All that are in this tabernacle do groan being 
burdened with sin, and assailed by tempta- 
tion ; suffering under infirmity, prone to 
transgression. . Until the reign of righteous- 
ness shall commence, one indispensable office 
of earthly friendship must be, to watch with 
faithful care over those whom it embraces. 
Here, as before, the enquiry crowds on the 
mind : how should each frail mortal, with 
" this body of sin and death,'* " keep the heart 
with all diligence ;" " watch and pray not to 
&11 into temptation^' f How should we ex- 
plore every recess of the soul, to detect re- 
maining corruptions, and scrutinize every 
ti[\ought and way, to ascertain the iniquities 
that still cleaue to us? So too should each 
with fidelity examine, with tenderness but 
justice reprove, the faults and sins of his other 
self. Thus mutually watching over one anoth- 
er, the cc^nisiance of conscience, the vicege- 
rent of heaven, over the heart and life, is as it ^ 
were doubled. Another judge of character 

fe «<mred ; with the immense benefit of a 

c 
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decision Trom a tribunal not indeed remote 
from any influence of affection, but not under 
so controlling a bias from self-love, as our 
-own* judgment. Mistakes in conduct, long 
indulged, become habitual ; crrours in opin- 
ion, long cherished, become deep rooted. We 
discern them with greater difficulty, we can- 
vass them with more complacency, than 
would another. Here then is one most im- 
portant service, one most kind office of the 
friend ; to point out with scrupulous exact- 
ness every foible ' that violates the decorum, 
or lessens the usefulness, or impairs the digni- 
ty of a rational being ; still more to mark and 
reprobate whatever is a failure of duty, or 
verges towards guilt. They who thus probe us 
to the quick, not to inflict suffering or display 
skill, but to convince and to heal, these are 
our benefactors indeed. " Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend." " Let the righteous smite 
me, it shall be a kindness, and let him reprove 
me, it shall be an excellent oil, which shall 
iiot break my head." 

^ If the subject ucmv discussed, appear of 
less magnitude, than those on which it is usu- 
4ly my effoh to engage your attention ; stUJ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



011 TRlENDtHIF. 2T 

k is hoped, Ujat it will net be regarded as 
unuseful, specially ta tile younger part of 
those to \yhomr it is addressed. Be exhorted' 
to exanune the views given, from time S(y 
time, of the great doctrines and the niomen- 
totfs duties of our holy religion, by the uner- 
ring oracles qfQoD. There too you are de* 
sired to look for the sublimest maxiips, and^ 
most captivating pattams,.of all the soci^ vir* 
toes* It is peculiarly congenial to your sus- 
ceptible age, to ponder on the precepts and 
examples which enforce and illustrate the 
nature and operation of friendship. To the 
|;ospel yoiji are referred for infori](^ti(Hi, what 
1^ its pure and spotless form. Of this, as of 
every possible excelletKe, Jesus has given Br 
perfect modeL. To remind you of what was 
before tBcntioned, respecting the happy family 
at Bethany ,».migbt suffice to justify thisremarl^*^ 
But allow me to ask you particularly to notice- 
the more explicit and more affecting^ illustra* 
tion h^ gav^e, in the prospect and under the 
suiFerings of death* See the preeminently fai- 
voured dtsciple indulged with the i^cred 
privilege of leaning on Jesus' bosom. Mark 
him, alone pf the little fraternity, attending 
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with tbewioa Messed mntmg womm M Jim 
foot of the cross, the witnesses of all its ^^Qfky 
and of all its trimoftb. Xisteu to the tcHicUng 
oqpit^ioa of coxUideatial friendshq> which 
the BivxNJs svf jx]i£R gave i at once the 
ncMSt decisive evidence of hit perj^ct^i^pos.. 
se^on, and coi|ipassi(^nate solicitude ftor <>0)r 
cars. " When . Jb sus *tw his mother, and the. 
discij^ standing l^, whom he loved, he saidi^ 
iiato his mother, Behold thy son. Tlupn swith> 
he to the disciple. Behold thy motl^er." Lie|. 
tJt^ admirer of the truly subliff)e» in cbaraclcir 
9r cc»n|>ositionvfflinq\jish the ftuiittcsSi^eacG^ 
sfter. offMe pallid to this^ in siU ^ cQmpuEts. o^ 
httoian histQ^ or literature* Let the en&Uii>| 
aiastick.studeel of cl^s^pck l^aialaie^, or t^ to*/ 
t»ji ^ sensibility make no preteac^, that i& aU| 
the^treasures of cloquofuse or poetv^^puDdMoed* 
by hoonm genius^ is-ooe pwan^ ^.compms^ 
hie, simidicity and pathos. If the sciNpiure<it 
hadnfit ififinitely higher, ebimfl, they w^ihL 
beii^stimabk, » the most imfKHtant and m^'^ 
thentick hijsftoiy, the most penfect modek of 
beauty and sublimity in i^iting. Be inlTeat-i 
ed then most dilig^^ to study, and t^make 
gtrfectly famUiar, tbis^ blessed volume ; 'm 
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il4iicbis ccDtaiif^, aB camselj anddl vnsdom^ 
and an exceHefice. 

. Its truths sure ^ dhrbe autboriQr, let us al!| 
helaoed in the Lord^ ^cercly bdieve tfiena h 
its laws are just mid^^enevoltnt^Jet us consci^ 
eAtiousIy obey^ them. It is m all respects^ 
adapted to our necessities, accommodated to* 
our wants, pit>molive of our happiness. The 
aiectien, now contemplated, is believed to ac*v 
a>rd- with its spirk, and to cooperate in its* 
design^ to make men happier, more virtuous, 
more piou^, more conftMrmed to the will o£ 
God, more instrumental to the happiness o& 
«ch other. If this be its tendency, we surely? 
seed not extinguish those strong desires^ 
which are imjidanted within us; or resist thoso 
ootisiderations of utility, as well as of gratifi^ 
oalion, whieh impel to friendship. But these 
impulses and ealimates are to be simctified by 
&€! spirit of'Our religion, that their riesult, to^ 
gether mtb all- our sentBBents and actions^ 
be made subservient to this noblest cause. . 
To this let reference be had in the happiest 
intercourse of prosperity, by tracing up the 
streams of joy to the source of felicity ; as- 
cribing the bcauty,arid fertility, and plenty, and 
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htMt^mti tverygded gifi, wl&dk ve hAdk^ 
or enjoy» to the munificent ftittllor e£aE our 
blessings. Let sympathjr, too, mm t& lead us 
in the sorrows of life to eye the bind ef mcmf. 
The stormy wmd, or die Uastif^ mthtew, 
dM Iqrs our hopes low In the dost».^r||fi£r Alt 
vMnf ; M the si&ilhig sunsfahie reiects^^U^ft*^ 
Let warm sincerity secum aft pmrn i ca b te 
exertions for adroocmg the intellecMial, moral, 
dead religions chtt^cter oi our T^loed frtends^ 
Tfaus^ as well as by partie^tion in joy Md 
9om>w/is attMhment sdengthetiedandlenlivt^ 
ened While dien we delight to betitve and 
proelaim the just deserts of those, whot^ praise 
is mu^k to our ears, in reference to the 
powers and attainments of their miads, as< wc^ 
as the good dispositions and amkbfe qualids* 
which they di^lay ; let us above aU oAer 
Uiings be glad when In trsth we can dahn the 
highest title for those we love, tlie reconciled 
friends, the obedient children of God. 

' And, finally, let all be included in the arms 
of our love who lave the truth as it is in Jesus^ 
and who hold Just the blessed doctrines and 
hopes of his gospel, walking in newness of 
RJhf and in new obedience* Let the bonds of 
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Mtmect us M du^en tfmeca^g in Christ 
JesM* And let no minor ^fferences, hi re» 
^ird to the mystmom doctrines erf hb rdt* 
^on, be alkmcid to afienate tfiose who wee of 
09^ 60iy in*$kelM4jUmdeuehmmMkm$on& 
qfmmikefn Mspy 0tt'kve qf Shd'be Am* 
dmtfylif^ (Arocalin our heartM^ bff ike Holf 
Ohost. May h£ mot*e and more t^ch and 
sanctify all the professed foilowon of 1^ 
meA and bcMwd^mt Smwmr; mpaie them 
wi^^diet spini ^ «eelme«n, geMleaaati wd 
ISbvt \ Ittiofe atnd movt may they hd enabled^ 
and disposed to keep the umty of the 8piri$ 
^ the bonde cf peace ; emd the God of hoe 
hrtdpemee be tt^ uU Vfh0 kwe^^atr LerdJeem 
€hrie^^ meeM^ 
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A HiOBLT valued chrisdan friend and brother 
has refieired me to Melmoth's Notes od Cicefo'a' 
Easay on Friendship} for some comments on 
the objections agaiast this virtue : and aUo to 
a valuable Sermon on the subject, by Bishop 
Forteus. The former writer has been consulted, and 
is cordially recommended. [See N. LXIX. p. 433. 
avo. ed. Lond. 1807.] The reader will find muehto 
aimire in Uie Essay of the great Roman orator and 
|Jiilosopher ; and especiaUy will be led to acknowl- 
edge the blessing of divine revelation, by observing 
the defects in the moral precepts of the most en- 
lightened heathens. Mirlmoth notices a tract of the* 
incomtparable Jeremy Taylor, <« The oSces. and 
measures of Friendship.'* This truly great and 
good Bishop needs but to be named, to excite the 
most lively interest. 
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THE DtJTt, FOtrnDATlON, ANB EKPRCTS OP TH& 

LovBOPcouimrr. 

niT ivnmirooir, tii afbui. 



nBBXiAB XXIX. r. 

lord far U :fcri»tMf€ac€'th€rei^$hMy$h«nt^ 
peace" 

Of temporal blessings. Peace is usually 
afid jfrttfy classed among the chief. It is 
most favourable, if not essentially requisite, 
to happiness, improvement, and virtue, in 
families, churches, and communities. Cor- 
rectly understood, it neither implies nor in- 
cludes submission to ignominious vassaUage, 
nor acquiescence under oppressive wrongs, 
by a people. As applies to the highest in- 
terests and duties, those which are connected 
with the means and institutions of religion, it 
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is as £ir removed from the 8la|;g»b and nox- 
ious c^m of lukewarmness and indifference, 
ss from the storm of fanatick passion^ and the 
whirlwind of controversial rage*^ In dome^idk 
connexions, it is not apathy nor insensibility^ 
but mutual forbearance, and kindness, and 
Iove» ^* Behold how good and how pleasant 
k is for brethren to dwell together in unity.^^ 
^^ Better is a dry mvse^ andr quietness there- 
with, than a house &U of sacrifices, with 
. strife."—" Is Christ divided V " We,bemg 
many, are one body in Christ,'^ " Let the peac^ 
•f God rule in your hearts (^ " speating Ae 
truth in love ;" " endeavouring to keep thf 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.'^ 
*/ The fruit of righteousness is sown in fiefic^ 
of them that make peace." la the sifblime 
dejicription of the Messiah's, chamcter, by 
" the evangelical prophet," after a contrail o£ 
the joy and peace of his government with the 
" battle of the. warriour, which is with ^ 
copfused noise and garments rolled in blood C^ 
it is added, among other glorious titles and 
attribute^,, " his name shall be called Th& 
prince of Peace." 

It may suffice to have hinted the general 
nature and effects of christian and social peace. 
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Jk supposes zeal and fervcmr — it quattfiet 
and sanctifies these by meekness and charity* 
Of publiok peace, which is chiefly intended for 
present consideration, it is scarcely necessaiy 
to obserre, that by a common and naturid 
figure, this^ important part is often Used for the 
ivhole of the ciril blessings, which naUons en* 
joy^ In its literal sense, it is indeed one of 
thk choicest goods, which heaven confers on 
men. In its more extensive signification, it 
comprehends a regelar and beneficial arrange- 
ment of aH die various parts of a political sys^ 
<tem ; their proper connexion and due bal* 
incc : proceeding in some humble degree of 
•i«esemblance to the order and harmony, which 
we behold with admiring and adoring awe, in 
the universe of God. 

To seek His counsel and blessing, in order 
to the enjoyment of this most desirable condi- 
tion for ourselves, our relatives, friends, and 
country, is a bounden duty of all ; it is the 
delight of the good and the pious. To refer 
to His approbation and direction, all the 
methods which are devised and pursued for 
this and every valuable design, is the dictate 
of nature, the impulse of sensibility, the law 
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*f reVdation. Ever to be praised and observ- 
ed, is the early practice of our excellent an- 
cestors, o/xofionty in all the great features rf 
moral and refiglous character,^ ^ the world 
was "not worthy ;•• to be gratiefoUy acknowl- 
edged and devoutly imitated, is their exce(. 
lent example, in this as in most respects, of 
consecrating a day, at the opening and closing 
year, to special offices of religious humifiatioii 
and thanksgiving. 

We have assembled to ** pray unto the 
liord, for the peace'* of our beloved country ; 
to enquire by what methods we may hope to 
promote its real good ; ** that in its peace ^ 
its safety and prosperity, ** we may have 
peace .•'* " to seek erf God a right way for Usi, 
and for our little ones, and for ^11 our sub- 
stance ;'* ^ to humbie ourselves under his 
mighty hand ;'* imploring his forgiveness, 
trusting in his goodness. From the text, thus 
understood, it seems natural to treat of the 
duty, grounds, and effects of real love of 
countr}\ 

Patriotism, as well as friendship, has been 
proscribed^ " because it not only falls short 
of, but directly counteracts^ the extensive be- 
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oevolence of our rdigion/'f If tbk be trut, 
my brethren, w:e must indeed, however difli^ 
cult the task, however painful the result, be- 
come " of no country, citizens of the world."* 
Though attachment to our m^ive soil, and to 
our associates in its privileges, trials, and ex- 
pectations, be the social passion next in 
strength to those of kindred, affection, and 
amity ; yet wherein it interferes with the feel- 
ings and duties, enjoined by our Divine Mas- 
ter, it is to be reduced into subordination to 
His paramount authority. If it will not or 
cannot submit, and be indeed irreconcilably 
at enmity with his gospel, it must be abaur 
doned. If " fatJier or mother, sister or broth* 
er," or the nearer and dearer companion, fey 
whom these are left, or the friend that U a$ 
our own sout, may not be loved in any d^gre^ 
or way that defeats or oppose^ the claims of 
Jesus, on our supreme affection ; still le$§» 
may remoter connexions, as neighbours, ac- 
quaintance, and fellow country mem 

The inquiry, then, as deeply concerns us, as 
it is in itself important, whether the scheme of 
these cosmopolitans be the mere paradox of 
specious eloquence, or a system of sober rea- 

• Jenyns' Internal View, p. 39. 
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son. Nor wUI it, I trust, be deemed unsuita- 
ble for discussion in this place, qn this occa- 
sion. If, as is my full conviction, it be an 
incumbent obligation, to love our own country 
more than others ; it must be beneficial to re- 
vive our sense of duty, to animate our feelings 
of interest, on this, as on other portions of pi- 
ous and social virtue. Concerning this, as 
every requirement, we are liable on the one 
band, to be forgetful or remiss ; on the other, 
to indulge foolish extravagance or criminal 
^rcess. If, without this generous excite- 
ment, man might become contracted by self 
love, or confine his regards and efforts within 
the narrow bounds of home and kindred ; 
when this becomes a ruling passion, is allow- 
ed to engross th^ soul, and exercise uncontrol- 
led sway, it may stimulate to the wildest 
scbesDeSt the wickedest enterprises* Inflam- 
ad by the love of a^^randi^^ement aixl wealth, 
it Jbas ^^[led miihitudes fop conquest or plun- 
der. It ha^ goaded on unprincipled ambition 
id lay waste the world for dominion, or even 
more hateful avarlq^ to ravage it for spoil* 
A further motive for attending to this sub- 
ject, at this time, arises from the peouliaf state 
imd prospects of our country. The calami- 
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tous condition, to which it is rcducfcd ; the 
course of publick measures, which, under 
providence, has occasioned the aggravated 
evils under which it groans ; the character, 
as respects talents, wisdom, and virtue t>f 
many of those men Who govern the national 
councils, atid are delegated to the most im- 
portant trusts ; the nature of those experi- 
ments, on which they appear intent ; the 
schemes, in which they persist, seemingly in- 
sensible, certainly reganJless,of the wretched- 
ness which they have produced, and the ruin 
they threaten, and in despite of the failure 
of their projects, both of active aggression and 
passive restriction : these, and innuniera^ 
other humiliating and distressing circumstan- 
ces in our recent history, as well as our feaifai 
apprehensions, and probable cafeuls^ions, of 
what is yet meditated against us ; all Imtc a 
powerful tdidency to break down the spWt 
of patriotism. When the bark, in which is 
deposited a nation's honour and treUsure, is 
wafted by propitious gales, and rides ^iu«- 
phant on a prosperous sea, H is easy to worn, 
as it is iratittral to feel ddight that it is our's. 
— Wisdom guides the helm ; hitegrity and 
piety animate the comthandcr, his advisers. 
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and assistants ; honour is indelibly inscribed 
on the banners ; valour nerves the arm, and 
union enKvens the heart, of the band of broth- 
ers, whom it bears in safety and to glory. 
Who does not glow tvith honest pride and 
generous satisfaction ; who is not elevated 
with religious gratitude, enjoying the privileg- 
*es and blessings of such an allotment ? WWIe 
confidence is justly reposed in the capacity 
and fidelity of legislators, and while magis- 
trates rule in thejhar of God and fbr the good 
of man; the cheerful aspect of contentment 
and comfort, the glad acclamations of prosper- 
ity and happiness, are the true heralds of a 
Jpeoplc'i warm attachment, the certain pledges 
of their ready services, to their country. — But 
•when the reverse of all this is experienced, the 
opposite effects are to be expected. Fdfy 
and iniquity are in high places. A series of 
complicated and mysterious operations are 
•commenced and prosecuted, which have no 
discernible tendency to effect the great objects 
of external security and internal advantage. 
Incapacity in many of the poblicfc offie^fs h 
apparent, and corruption in some, is deeply 
HBfeared or firmly befieyed ; pubRck banieris 
are accumulated, without arty ascertained or 
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€a«ly concdhred necessity^ and even for pur* 
{^ses which by far the greater part of thosQi 
on whom the pressure acta most severeiy, re- 
gard as * uQJustifiable and pernicious. In- 
proportion to the rapacious demands, the wo|s* 
led sources are closed, from which the means 
of answeriaig the exactions might be provid- 
ed ; as the taie of bricks is multiplied, the 
sapplyof^traw is withholden* Fatitkons for 
re^ss are contemned ; remonstrances against 
-oppression are denounced as ^^ moral treasc^u^^ 
^P^Uence long bears and hopes ; but is at 
tost exhausted : the appeal is made to heaven 
—but I forbear. Why pursue the painful 
detatt ? Would that its tints were boq*owed 
from fiction or fancy t . 

It i^ npt the purpo^ to arquee indifnation,. 
iigfikist the aut}¥>r8 of our cal^mkies^ but to 
j^viyeihe feeUngs^ we sliuould stilL cherish, 
md^he duties, we ever owe to our common 
coimtry., it isicnpu^ tx^ have hiute4 that 
4»o disappointment of our tiopes^respccting ate. 
bo^^or js^nd.rectittid^e ^ np misfortunes, or er- 
4fc»^rs;^ sjiiifiiiiig^-in^.wH^h^it faUs j^no d^^ 
{irivaidG^s of; miifiesy ta which itre are subject- 
«d*in cooi^xion with itr can wl^Uy ab^^ve 
IIS. %>]Qi^ i^ clain^. The faihire^ oa one paft» 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4d ON PATRIOTISM. 

in fulfilKng a positive moral obligalk^, can- 
not justify, if it may palliate, neglect on the 
other: The unkind, the improvideDt, tlw 
cruel, the abandoned parent may not be de>^ 
serted, in the hour of need, by those, whom. 
God and nature have bound by filial tiesu A 
good child will mourn and gHeve over the 
aberrations of one, who should be a g«id&and 
a pattern. AU the strong ligaments, by vriMk^ 
gn^nide and aieotion would fasten such a 
one to a father and mother, that proved indoed 
the friends and helpers they ought l^ be to 
their offspring, will not, cannot e^M^t ; if heiiv 
instead of carefulness k mimijtesi^ intti^« 
ence, instead of aid and counsel in the course, 
of wisdom and virtue, Is e9cperi»ced abgkot, 
or even a onpnif^exattiple, if not tbeimtiUiii^ 
of bad principks.. la a wordy where the iti^ 
numen^ solidtiides and aervioes, whadi 
shK>uld be felt and rendered, are wHi oimrished 
nor given ; but^ on the ^0mm^i4iyt ^^laimgOf 
vAAch instinct impels^ and pnorvidcnce: .but 
guided, all imim^ to fulfil^^bitisregaeded^^Dd 
the motives of rea$dny the coninim^tof Mwoci 
hition, which 'cpfore9«in man ih^prnmaaflalLidMh 
ties, are slighted ; itmayn^i betlwt the^sdma 
re$pe«t^«ad'tefetetik% |iod JistiJMi^ aatwcH-atsi 
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{md a&ction shall be cl^rished, as when 
jadgm^nt a(^oves and sanctions, what the 
hmrt sfpcmtaaecM^ly indulges. The parallel, 
18 believed, ex^^ly to apply to the senttments 
and evidences of paftrioti^m. In reference to 
8frangei3,iiddividuak or countries^ we sejeot^ 
tor favm^rites t^9e that are deservif^ Es- 
teem^ i» entertained, attachment glow^, lor 
tliMe who are found worthy, and are disposed 
to et^r into the sacred eadearments of friend* 
9i»p» Such as ^tract us» by amiably and ex^ 
cdkmt qualities, who pay us kiml attentions^ 
\kdto fender jyis important benefits, we lore with 
speoial/ervow md sincerity, distinct from, 
aiKl no way iiAerftring but rather cooperating 
with, the ba:%v<^ctce tl^at is due to mankind. 
&> of Gommanities, other Chan our own, w^ 
admire the culthritors atid promoters oC wis- 
dom and the arts ; the virtuous, and gene* 
itms, imd bnive ; the in^Ugent and sober ad- 
voMies of sound rnnrals smd jn^. We re* 
•pect the imgnomnunis defenders of the 
tights^ and liberties, and Mcial order of the 
\rarld,i^aaiislthat c<rioBSfd psm^is Pmised be 
tbt Akaigfayyior theliopdrvAprdapccC that k 
will soon becrunalded to pieces ! which has 
for yenrs armedi k& tey riada lor uniyeraal i»l^ 
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lage and Qonquest We venerate "the nation, 

which for4[iiany generations has been the but^ 

mwrk of the Religion we profess ;"* the de-- 

fenecyunder the great "Head of the Church," of 

protcstant reformed Christianity ; the iostrMr 

qnent in His band of disusing the Sacred 

Scrifit^res through the remotest regions of the 

earth, and transfusing tl^m inta the vaiiQu; 

laogtfiges, in. which man expresses his waiUts 

md gratitude; We love those persons, an^ 

societiesy who merit our loVe# From our 

fprents^ud our country it may not be wit^ 

iu^ldeA, although it be noteptirety deseqirf^ 

Filial and patriotick duties are a pleasure, 

when their object is truly worthy of unhe^ata; 

l5ng' confidence, unqualified k>ve. But they 

may net be refused, when the ease is. otl^i^ 

wise. ^^ This is thankworthy, if a, man» fpr 

conscience, toward G6d, endure grief, suflfcr- 

ing wrongfully." As aliegiante, witbcmt any 

40ubt, is uBalienabte \ ao isit, an irrev^fi^bk 

law of nature, that man. in a social sitate must 

retain and display an interest in thatconnexion 

with his county which he cannot dissolve^ 

He may not shut up lus sensitHlities, nor i«<» 

* * His Excellency Calsv Stboh g, in liis most admirable Froc- 
^piatiop to ft FMt, ^ July iSJLV-o» lecoimt of this ^9ifldic4 
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plress his compassion, nor reftise all service ; 
even though the course of conduct be such, bis 
his judgment and conscience must condefnn.^ 
To the poshiVe, are superadded many mo- 
ral considerations, which enforce the love of 
Country. This may indeed be contemplated 
as but an extension of the great principle 6f 
love of kindred ; and all, which might be urg- 
ed in justification and enforcement of donees- 
tick afflSfcticns, would apply to patriotism, 
though, it is acknowledged, hi a degree some* 
what diminished. It is not so absdutely 
necessary, as are filial, fraternal, conjugal, and 

* The obligation now considered, and the tendency of un 
unjust system of policy to weaken Its force, cannot be better 
vspressed than in the oracular words of the first and iaYourite 
orator of New-England. On whattopick, indeed^ of civil wis- 
<lMn are not the most ek>qtient, &nd» what is te hijpbtr pnmtf 
the most souncl, and just, and rii*tuou8 maxims to he found ia 
the work^of that enhglitened aoi^ uprij^it statesman^ sinoetv 
and pure patriot, exemplary man and christian. When the 
threatening- prospect of a breach of publick faith drew him, 
from the chamber of disease, to his seat among the nationjal 
representatives, he raised his voice, thanks to an overruling^ 
Providmee, notdien ^hout effect ;. and g«ve, aa it seemed* ft 
d\'iDg^ testimony against our nation's violating^ its gfood faith. 
'•It would not merely demoralise mankind j tt tend» to di». 
<* solfe that mvstcrioip • charm which attracts kidiyiduals to 
•* the nation, and to inspire in its stead a repulsive sense of 
^'^ahame Jiad idis^st, Rvery g€o4, citieeu m^es his comi- 
** try's honour his own, and cherishes it not only as precious, 
^^'byit sm sacred, tif a cmmtiy odi9U8 io tbe ^wl of strangeis 
*'and dishonoured in his own, he would blush for his 
" patriotism if he retained any* He would be a banished 
^*jpaQ ia.Jiis q^feye l^nd." 

Works of F J s H E R A m bs. p. 8i, .3. Speech on Brit, treaty. / 
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46 OV PATRIOTISM. 

parental regards ; but the various arguments 
from reason, by which these are supported, 
the precepts of experience, which concur ia 
enjoining them, with all the lawsof revelation, 
by which they are sanctioned, may fairly be 
extended to involve this larger a&ction. 
Most of what was said[, in a late discourse, in 
behalf of friendship, as necessary for the aid of 
our weakness, and valuable for the enlarge- 
ment of our means and motives to isefulne^, 
is strictly applicable to the present subject. 
This discussion is not merely relaited closely 
to that, but is intended as a continuation of it, 
in defending these allowable and incumbent 
affections. Of the two, if the distinction can 
easily be made, patriotism is the more oblig- 
atory ; for it is involuntary and unavoidable. 
He, who cherishes not the other, is not so hap- 
py nor so useful, as he would be in its exercise ; 
he, who never imbibed or has renounced this, 
denies an imperative obligation, and thus vio- 
lates one of xk^ perfect rights of others. 

To the land of our nativity we owe a debt, 
for the protection afforded before we were 
conscious <rf the boon. If, in the organization 
of most forn^ of artificial s<?ciety, cbildmi 
are not regarded as directly objects of publick 
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ilsistance and provision ; yet, in feet, the civil 
institutions, under which any one is bom, are 
the guarantee of all the comfort and quiet of 
domestick life. Vain were the effort of the 
immediate superintendent of childhood, if 
publick law gave no security for publick or- 
der. This is indeed the high and the strong 
fence, which shelters,while it encloses, the nur- 
sery of future citizens ; and which they are 
bound to maintain and fortify, to repair and 
embellish, that it may continue to subserve 
its essential and beneficent purposes. 

This first obligation becomes more tender 
and impre;ssive, by the infinite attractions of 
the associations of early years. What eye 
but glistens with delight, as it rests on the 
scene of infantile sports, and juvenile exploits^ 
and discipline, and study ? Who but has 
in gladness hailed with the poet, the places, 

*^ WheM once his carekss childhood strayed, 
A stranger yet to pain.** ^ 

The heart beats quick as memory calls up 
its first yearnings after a friend ; and the first 
pure aspirations of a tenderer sentiment ; — 
or it sinks at the revived impression, that the 
objects of fondest regard, of most endeared 
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attachment^ there once acted and cnjoyed# 
This incidental alhision leads to the hold, 
which a country has on the hearts of its virtu- 
ous inhabitants, because it is the place of the 
sepulchres of their ancestors. The patriarchs 
Jacob and Joseph, when dying, " gave com- 
mandment concerning their bones*' : " Bviry 
us not in Egj'pt ; we will lie with owrfath- 
ersy — How do we sympathize in the strong 
emotions of the venerable Barzillai, who at 
the age of fourscore could not be induced, by 
royal entreaty, to go up to the comforts, and 
conveniences, and delights of Jerusalem : — 
" Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again 
that I may die in my own city ; and be buri- 
ed by the grm)e (^ my father and my mother?* 
The dust, which was once anifnated with the 
intell^ence, by which wc were instructed, 
and wiA the good auctions, by which we 
were embraced, has inexpressible value. Wc 
cannot, if we would, we may not, if we could, 
eradicate this powerful sentiment. The 
shades of the departed seem to rise from the 
cemetery, and hover round the region, whose 
forests yielded to their toil, and became bloom- 
ing gardens and fruitful fields ; whose cities 
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* rose by their skill, and were made honourable 
and happy by their prospective wisdom in 
founding institutions for education and piety ; 
whose valour defended, whose counsels guid- 
ed, whose virtues honoured, whose faith bles- 
sed, the places in which, while their memories 
live, their bones moulder to dust. 

^We are brought to consider the civil and 
sacsed establishments of a country, with their 
influences in forming character an4 promo- 
ting happiness, as grounds of patriotism. The 
meanif and i»porliimties of instruction it fur* 
^^sbef ; the Ji^wsy by which it secures the 
j»er|SQ(is a^ pqsses&ions of eaohir and-, leagues 
all together tac mutual d«fbace and h^lp ; tt^ 
]pri<>ciplcs, imnners» and habits, whisb cMp- 
^emte with the instkutioiis of civil p«ltty, to 
, preserve tiac publick order and aAnwce the 
Gammon weal ; Ai^^e, and all v^ud^-goet to 
encourage and pnatect indi^dnri enterprize 
and indtt^y, and to coifstittite gemeral securi- 
ty and prosperity ; to prcmiote virtue, integri- 
tiy, and happiness, and render a nation respec- 
table and respected : these are the concern- 
tions, which, if th^y do not originate, strength- 
en, and justify, and confirm, a genuine patri- 

E 
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it's attachneiefit to tits -country. It is not sd 
nuch that its 4iir breathes the itiUd fi^gmnttt 
of tbeti!opicks,orthe satobriotis tempcmtiiwsof 
the middle zfnaes, or that it braces the ^riii 
and strength wkh the air of its ttiouiitaiiis ; 
iM tint its values echo wiHi m^rc nun^rous 
herds, or that its hills are white with richer 
•eeces, or that its plaSm present a more abon- 
dant h«*vest^ that its cities rise iA ^rtat» 
sfrfendimr, or extend to a larg^ ch^iiittffett 
«nce, Mid«indhlde «Mre tuiinerous la^^^lier- 
ent inhsWiftiiis, i^Mi m»% ^or m odiertC 
•These, and vartofts b^er C^ri«*»icnt« ttf 
grandeur tmd we&lth,TiMioygh i^hen K^cmOym^ 
td wWi' ikoirf ai4l pdBticrf tronstdemfcwis 
*tef sewre to' give vigour ^cid ener^ to ikt 
^fteWhgs of patriotism, yet Ao hot in any pm- 
IklrtidMte degfte €3ficitc w nurt««Pe it/ *»- lib 
"il-eedom aftd'fjrcrteetion, Which arc sectircdfif 
its cMbtttuticHis^dnd admiftistratioh ttf'gdr- 
tmment; its ftame of just and eqtiftjatifc 
-provfeion for defence and quiet ; its corinte- 
nance and encouragement of industry, ill Hi 
th^'^meAods wliich, in a well ordc^ eiiili- 
inonwealth, enterpnfce,when unrestrakiedi 1«iU 
discover and pursue V a&ove aU, ka cheriah- 
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11^ the purest and iid}I^$t acntioieiUs of rir* 
tue and righteousness Whea a coootrjr k 
governed io uprightness, and with enlighten* 
ed and honourable regard to the real honour 
a^d wel&jne of the w)M>le community : whea 
the rulers ap^ ^^ ministers of God for good|.'^ 
aiid. the ruled are su^eet with a consckn* 
t|ou8 feeUng of duty and interest, not merelgE 
from fear o€jbr wrath ;-^n>when the %t^t «f 
justice i^ clean and its swiMrd bright — a temtt 
ign/fllt Ukwii 4^^^9 the dfi&mx: of right ; whoi 
tbiC: influeece of a discreet and pioud cduca* 
tite is to be tm^ed through all the depant- 
vieiits oi a commuAity^— io the general infor- 
mta^y and rectitiidey and sobriety of tha peo- 
ple : when the temples of Jehovah are ^h^M' 
sort <^ .devout mukitudm^ whoio ratioual and 
fttveift Kortiftge aokfKHH4edge their depend- 
eiibeond obltgatic^is i, then is the transport of 
patiiMick attaelmmit most elevated, and best 
feut^ded. 

Such is a very rapid view of the nature and 

^foundation of love of country. If, as of 

iriendship, it must be allowed, that it have no 

positive and direct enforcement from ^.^ 

soriptures, yet it is believed to be abundantly 
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authorized by their general spirit, and by ua- 
avoidahle inferences from numerous specifick 
precepts, in regard to moral and social duty. 
It might be objected to any quotations from 
the constiuition of the kiBgdbm-of Israel, that 
they had a- confined, local, and temporary 
meaning and force. No stress therefore wiH 
belaid on.tI>e many exhortations and com- 
mands, which referto Ae powers and duties of 
the judges and kings un<krthe ^ fheodrach^. 
But it is pleaded that magiiCmcy ^ iMkiOod, 
and consequently that the »»)eiaI?cmi|Himt is m 
be viewed as a part of his^ disctptocr fir6iii> 
those words d* the wi^ n^ ; ^* i^* me kftogs: 
reign, and princes dei:ree justice ; by me ptiit* 
ce^ ful^^ and nobles^even all the ju(}9»».cdrtitfK 
earth/* ^* ,The ttirone is es^blished liyfigh^ 
teousness." *' When the rigl^o^psr mi^iu 
authority, the peofde rejoice $ but when^the^ 
wicked bou'eth rule, the people mourn*" 
Again and again does the pious Psalmistrpoi|r 
out the fervour of pious and patriotiiok ^uppli* 
cations and wbbes. — "Ob visit me.^dithy. 
salvation, that I may see the go(^ pf thy ichps^n 
en, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy 
nation, that I may glory in thine inheritance." 
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" Pray for the peace cf Jerusalem : they shdl 
prosper thtt love fhee." " If I forget thee, 
O Jeruseiem, kt my right hasid forget her cun* 
nhig. ' tf r do tiot remember thee, let my 
tofigut el^ave to the roof of my mouth, if Ipre- 
ferlMit Jerusalem above my chief joy/* But it 
"W&rt e»y to multiply simitar thoughts, to al* 
moBt any extent, ktmi the old testament. lo* 
theaew, of many, a very few must svffice. 
" He loved our nation,*' is recwded as an * 
honotihiMe trait, in the character of a worthy 
centurion.—" Reryder to Caesar the things 
that be Cassar's,'* is the counsel and command 
of iiim, who himself, ^^ when he bdield the 
devoted city, v^^ept over it, saying, If thou 
hadst known, even thou at least irf this thy 
day, the things which belong onto thy peace !*• 
It is &1II time to advert to seme of the most 
important effects, or the best evidences,, of pat- 
riotism. Let no one suppose that this is a^ 
virtue, only to be displayed by a few of the 
master minds among men ; that it needs 
great powers and great Occasions for its dis- 
play ; that it is only or chiefly to be exhibit- 
ed on a great theatre, and by the actors of the ' 
principal parts in the drama dF human affairs ;, 
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that the great bulk of the world are but t^ lis- 
ten to its expressions, or be thcf spectfttOf« ©f 
its operations. Far otherwise ! It h a* 
necessary for the humblest a^ the Mghfest ; fw 
the private as the publick station. Its dutitd, 
and the benefits it secures, are w be^p^fmta^ 
edand sought, as well by the subject as ^ 
sovereign, by the peasatit ds ^le prince. -Uiv- 
less, indeed, it be generally diffused and tijpera- 
tive, vain in ^ great degree wifl be the e»ei»- 
tions, to which it may stimtikte a few gene- 
rous spirits. For a community long to retain 
liberty or enjoy prosperity, the body mu^tbe 
sound and healthful; and every limb cam! 
member perform its regular and appropriate 
offices. In a sober and industrious pursuit 
of our respective callings, in pultivaticg the 
useful arts, in endeavouring to promote 
knowledge, in countenancing and encouraging 
the means of virtue and piety, in the upright 
and unbiassed exercise of the right of suf- 
frage ; in these, among other ways, may and 
ought each one to prove, that he " seeks the 
peace of the nation, while he prays to God for 

Publick prosperity and happiness is the ag- 
gregate of personal ; social of individual/ 
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The man ttet fills up, according to his best 
discretion, the sphere in which his lot is ar* 
iranged, by the course of providential events ; 
^ho exerts his utmost powers and influence to 
increiise the stock of national wealth, and es* 
f0mifyhyrbam^ and puaty, contributes a 
£i^< share: to the national honour and charac«. 
icTi: such an one shall be owned and valued as 
atrue fmtriot, wten neglect and contempt are 
the deserved portion of the noisy demagc^ue, 
who^ nej^ecting his^ippropriate duties, is eager 
lo ii^jtruct others in their rights, or enfc»*ce 
ibeiraUe^ance ; who, himself the slave of his 
i^es^U or passions, professes to be ever 
watchAil for the liberties of those, who arc 
contented under. a good government ; or is 
Pti»dy to compass sea ami land to make prose^ 
iytes to corruption, under tyranny ; and would 
spy»q)}t and expose every one, that crouches 
notia^leiK^e under a despot's rule. 

Literature and science, the necessary, the 
ornamental, and useful arts, raise nations in 
the. seak of glory. *rhese each should seek 
to advanw. Those who are gifted with in- 
genuity, who have a taste for improvement, 
and p«ses8 the mi^ns, by applying th^ign to real 
^Ihy 0^ ifiiHKtent ekgai^e ; such as may not 
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themdws excel, by omtiibiitingfteJippiove 
and lewacd meritoridus extitioDsi.tlqis re- 
spectively aiumrer tibe cbiins of a ^omOgf oa 
its diildMiu To-pttfoniBe gctiiiia, ti&om 
school^ and h^[her aeminaties for the i«b* 
vaii6cmc«it qf knofvledee, faimn ami 4imnr^ 
is id«o one most farobable .meoas, by the btes* 
sing of hea¥en, to secure an eoUgbitoed, and 
rirttious^ and fiovm macttaskm of worthies,' to 
fill the impoitant dofytiteKnts in efaurebarti 
stikte. Hs(vtQg such, aU ndio traiy love dieir 
coHotifr will seek tbat they iae emptogredfor 
the ^Dod <^ aocie^, in plaftea o£ traal and au^ 
thoiity* Pai^: bnaos itidf iaindvmcing ili 
fiivoiirites to office: (^tentboaewholi&ta^btas 
its flatteters, or wiB be itm tools* WeH 
princinled patciolism xitrecta itsveyes^ and 
givesi^ voice, fist the.^£uthiBl of tfaf) ted'' to 
serve ift--f4br men;*^ fisasing God^ hating cm^ 
etousness,'? m4io ^^ kiveliie tratb and peace." 
it lends«ll its iofiHcnce to the support trf* the 
uptight pottoy- M^lakh.fvriadoi!! pi^ojeels said 
imegnty eiEecutes s is^ candid i^ temperate 
in canvasttng the daimsiol men and dieas* 
ttr»^t botisj'esOliileinjdefeiioeo^ftB'Hglita. 
Wittngto ftttfith^oMigatiMS^-it mnmlMta 
the .privileges which ibc^ng>lii morak^ndiMi*^ 
cial beings ; and views the tame surrender of 
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feet, too plain.to be concealed, why then need 
tmy hesitation be felt in decbring, that in the 
contest in which for near two years our once 
happy country has been involved, by far thcf 
greater portion of suppliants, in pubKek and 
secret, have not been emboldened with trust ta 
implore the smiles of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of armies ? Is it weak superstition to 
believe tiiat not only, nor chiefly, have the 
successive disgraces and losses, that have at- 
tended its great enterprizes^ arisen from the 
itttbeciHty or disunion of its managers ;— -but 
tiiat it was of equivocal or unjust character? 
True it is, that accounts are occasionally cir- 
culated of meetings to approve of the princi-* 
pie, and apologize for the managemenit of this, 
then termed, ^ necessary and lawflil war.** 
But such spectacles, all know, are as fsdla- 
cious demonstrations of the real sentiments of 
many who take a part in them ; as they are 
prepared with ease by the managers. The 
reA merits of the controversy, if indfeed there 
can be a question on this point, Is rested w9* 
fingly here. Is this war, and are its aUtfaot^ 
^^ttors, and conductors, commended widi 
unwavering reliance on its innck^^nce atidTftt-* 
Ittude, to the thtwte:^/ grace f Do we 
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the heart feel filial confidence to ask of the 
Almighty for its success, in laying waste a 
neighbouring territory ; and scattering fire 
and the sword among, thoae^ who have before 
lived and loved as brethren ? From what 
number of the churches of Jehovah cloes the 
weekly sacrifice ascend,freighted with petiticms 
or thanks for victory ? In what number of 
domestick temples docs the daily offering arise, 
from the . fireside altar, or the closet, accom- 
panied i^ a devout conviction that we coa^ 
tend for self-defence, or with perfect justice, 
for substantial rights ? 

I have done* Gmcious God, pardon and 
save us ! " Help, Lord! for vain is the help 
of man !" Remember for us thy former loving 
kindness ; dispose all hearts rightly to receive 
thy favours. Impress us dee^ with a s^nae 
of thy sovereignty, and our dependefice ! — 
Humble and reclaim us, by what we arip call- 
ed to suffer ; — and make us meet for the 
mei:cies we implore. Let us yet rejoice as in 
tim^ past, and be glad in thy help and deliv- 
erance ! Oh, that he would hear and grant 
our petitiofi " for the peace of our n^ion*— 
yhat in its peace we may have peace," 
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1 Ovn Fatkxiis' God ! to Theb we bow ; 

With praise and prayer approach thy thrcMie : 
Our trust and penitence avow, 
And in thy frowns thy justice own ! 

3 Thes our Fortfathers chose their guide, 
By faith in Ther, forsook their home ; 
Through ocean's waste, on Thee relied, 
For Thee, explored the desert's gloom. 

3 To Thee, they looked in want or fear, 
Thy word obeyed, thy grace implored : 
Trou wast a friend and helper near, 
Their sure Protector, guardian Lord. 

4 Oh I to their children e'er extend^ 
Thy light to guide, thy power to save : 
To Thee our country we commend ; 
For pardon plead, deliverance crave ! 

5 Our fieace restore, our freedom guard ; 
Our Father's Land with blessings crown : 
Let the whole earth receive thy wprd ; 
And every fteofile own thy Son I 
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I Ot>» Fatum' God ! to Thb* 
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